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Q.
Our tomatoes seem large enough that they should ripen but are staying green.  Is there a problem? 

A.
The problem for tomatoes is the cool temperatures at night.  If your tomatoes are full size they are probably physiological ripe.  Harvest a few and set them on your kitchen counter.  They will ripen in two to three days.  If you want to ripen the tomatoes on a full plant, wrap it in plastic.  The “mini-greenhouse” will heat up enough in the daytime and preserve the heat at night to ripen the fruit that is ready. 


The mini-greenhouse may also protect the plant from the first freeze.  

Q.
What is the sticky sap that is falling from our pecan trees?  I notice that my okra has the same “stuff” and they are loaded with aphids.  Are aphids also in the trees? How do I remove the sap?

A.
Yes, aphids are in the pecans and they are causing the sticky situation.  The material is called honeydew, it is aphid excrement.  Fresh honeydew can be rinsed off with water, it is mostly sugar.  When it dries it will require soap and water.  Take your car to the car wash. 

Aphids can be controlled with a soap solution spray but on large pecans it is not practical.  The cool weather and leaf drop will end the problem for the year. 

Q.
We would like to grow some giant pumpkins for our granddaughters next year.  Please advise where we can purchase the seeds, when we should plant them, and how to take care of them.

A.
Unfortunately, pumpkins are very hard to grow here.  It is either too hot or too cold and we have some insects and diseases that are tough to control.  Plant pumpkins by seed in early July.  They need lots of room, fertile soil, full sun and water.  Add compost and slow release lawn fertilizer to the soil, two cups of 19-5-9 spread in a eight foot circle around the planting area every three weeks.  To control squash vine borers you need to apply Sevin at the growing point every week.  It takes 120 days to produce a large pumpkin. 

If July is hot like this year the seedlings don’t prosper.  Powdery mildew is the disease that shows up in the fall if nights are cool.  Obtain the seeds at your favorite nursery or buy them online.  Google “giant pumpkin seeds.”
Q.
If you use leaky hoses for irrigation, how do you deal with deposits of minerals and clogging? 

A.
I have used leaky hoses many years and clogging is not the usual issue for me.  After a few years they deteriorate and break.  Leaky hoses are relatively inexpensive so I just replace the broken hose.  You could do the same for clogged hoses, or you can try to run an acid solution through them once per year.  Vinegar is a good acidifier.  Use an inexpensive vinegar at about 20 percent dilution.  Let it set in the hose for a day or two before you flush it out.  
